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Report: CGMer goes Kiel Race Week
Saturday, 17th of June 2006, Kiel, Germany, Welcome Race
The Kiel Race Week is said to be the biggest sailing event in the world where sailors from all over get together in order to compete and party. Rated sepa​rately the Welcome Race is not part of the actual offshore regattas. Its intention is to bring as many bigger racing yachts to the race track as possible and enjoy a sporty day on the water.

The start takes place in the very centre of Kiel and the pear and the streets next to the harbour are packed with spectators who want to follow the take off. Ex​planations about what’s going on in the field are broadcast through big loud​speakers by a reporter and TV stations try to capture this event with their film cameras. Summer has finally come to Northern Germany reason why it rains less this morning.
We get the CGMer spinnaker going, cross the line and start working our way through to the finish line some 30 miles away.
During the welcome party at night we get to explain the CGMer-concept once again to other owners. It becomes obvious that the world “CGMer” is not self explaining and therefore an additional slogan like “yacht financing” might be of some ad​vantage in countries where the brand is not well established yet.

Result of the day: First place.

Sunday, 18th of June 2006, Kiel, Germany, first day of the offshore series
Sun is out, sails are down, the whole fleet is waiting for the wind about 10 miles off the coast. As sports men we are interested in any aspect of sailing and are fascinated by hygienic measures that make a boat faster. Therefore we watch a wonderful girl jump into the water right next to us in order to clean her J Boat from the outside, not hesitating to help her with new ideas and cheerful support.
Finally the jury chases the five groups over the line and despite low wind man​ages to arrange two races. A good sailor from the famous isle of Fehmarn (Jimmy Hendrix’ last concert!) is close to winning the first race but decides to ram the finish mark instead where he gets his boat torn into the anchor line. We are awfully sorry to see his face expression change from victory to surprise and then pure anger. We finish second and first on the rating list.
Monday, 19th of June 2006, Kiel, Germany, second day of the offshore series
Some bad things discovered this morning:
· IMS 600 has become very popular as a rating formula. Nevertheless no one can really handle it and even the race committee has their problems with it. Since the race track had been shortened due to light wind the whole measurement system had to be corrected and we find ourselves loosing places on the list.
· In this race others can sail, too.

· French yachts cause more trouble than others, even if they are not sailed by the French.

As it is a good custom on the second day the races are dominated by early fleet starts. Everybody is nervous and ambitious.
We have fewer problems with old enemies like Grand Surprise 37 “Westwind”, X 37 “Hoppetosse” or the X 35 bunch. A real threat is a brand new German Dufour 40 “Chaos” that out of nowhere seems to be always ahead of us. Even more headache causes a First 36.7 “Lettland” sailed by a united crew of Russians, Lat​vians and Ukrainians under Latvian flag. Skipper Igor Bukovskis owns a private security company in Riga, yells Russian commands and probable swear words all the time and we estimate that the yacht is loaded with machine guns and hand grenades under deck. (Covered by Pantaenius Igor will later during the race have an insurance case and as we tell him that earlier on we were enemies but now we are friends he can’t stop laughing.).
For the first time we don’t start 100% perfectly anymore and the behaviour of other yachts during the starting procedure is sporty but aggressive. On the field we fight as hard as we can and all the manoeuvres work out ok. Tactics are tricky for the wind changes direction and strength considerably.
Tuesday, 20st of June 2006, Kiel, Germany, last day of the offshore series
The last day to attack! We have a little more wind and it is an unbelievable view to leave the harbour for the race field with so many other yachts, dinghies and spectator boats.

During the last race we have an early start but decide not to give up even though we are tempted to watch the soccer match Poland: Germany.

Reviewing the last days it becomes obvious that only a few seconds decide between dif​ferent places in such a high quality race. We therefore plan to modify the boat a little for the German Championship in September and slightly change the com​munication within our crew.
At the end of the series we are fourth of our group over all and considering the strength of our competitors and the fun we had during the regatta we guess that this result is all right.

Find out more at www.kieler-woche.de.
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